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24 August 2009

I futty support the nonviotent disarmament action that took ptace in Sweden on
March 22,2009, against a Gripen mititary aircraft.

During the struggte against apartheid in South Africa we often used civit
disobedience and other nonviotent methods. These methods are equatly retevant
when it comes to the struggte against weapons export, and especiatty the export of
Saab's Gripen fighter from Sweden to South Africa, a deat fraught with bribes and
coercion.

What South Africa needs is not mititary aircrafts or other mititary equipment from
Sweden or any other country. What South Africa needs is teachers, books, ctean
water and ctinics. Sweden supported us in our freedom struggte, for which we are
very gratefut. But Swedish parliamentarians coutd have continued to be our friends
by encouraging stabitity in our civiI society, a viabte economy and peacefuI conftict
resotution in the region. Not by coercing us to buy arms or airptanes that we never
needed.

The campaign Avrusta (Disarm), of the Swedish antimititaristic network Ofog, and
its peaceful disarmament action against the Gripen is a great support to South
Africa. When Swedish, or South African potit icians, don't take their pubtic
responsibit ity seriousty, it is a beacon tight of hope that individuals tike Annika
Spatde, Pette Strindtund and Martin Smedjeback, intervene. I hope we can
together, by partiamentary as wetl as extra-partiamentary means, end att unethicat
production and export of mititary equipment, such as the Gripen fighter to South
Africa.

God btess you.
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Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu


